Chapter 7a — Adjectives

The Inflection of Hebrew Adjectives

Hebrew adjectives are inflected
for gender and number.

Inflected Adjective

Masculine Feminine

Singular :1 U n ;1 U
Plural D’:JU ﬂW:'IU

Inflectional Endings

Masculine Feminine

Singular l-‘

Plural D K . n 1
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Chapter 7b — Adjectives

The Attributive Use of Adjectives

Attributive Use

In the attributive usage, the adjective directly modifies a
noun and agrees with that noun in gender, number and
definiteness. In this usage, the adjective follows the noun
that it modifies.

210 YR a good man
mhlohy! W"Na the good man

ﬂ;‘IU mgm a good woman
72107 AWRT  the good woman

akmhlo D’W.:IN good men
aplblohy D"W;NU the good men

N30 D°W1  good women
iahimblohy D"W;U the good women
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Chapter 7c -

Adjectives

The Predicative Use of Adjectives

Predicative Use

In the predicative usage, the adjective asserts something
about the noun and agrees with that noun in gender and
number, but not in definiteness. The predicative adjective
never takes the definite article. In this usage, the adjective
may either precede or follow the noun with which it is
related.

290 WK
TR 1290

DWIRT 0°210
ni2iv oW
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The man is good.

The woman is good.

The men are good.

The women are good.



Chapter 7d — Adjectives

The Substantive Use of Adjectives

Substantive Use

In the substantive usage, an adjective is used
independently as a noun.

D?Uﬂ the wise one (man)
TIQ.'IDU the good one (woman)
D"?ﬁT?\U the great ones (men)

DIP X0 the righteous ones (women)

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 7e — Adjectives

The Directional Ending

A special ending may be added to a word in order to
express the idea of motion toward someone or something.

This special ending is the directional ending 7_
(it is always unaccented).

ﬂ"i house [ ﬂfj’ﬁﬂ to the house
Y city O HTS?U toward the city
DAY heaven O 11 Ak AW heavenward
DA% Egypt O  7227%0 to Egypt
Y there 0 H?TJIZ/ to there

toward the sea

Q% sea O i

4 A
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Chapter 7f — Adjectives

Adjectival Inflection with No Change in Spelling

Certain adjectives do not change their spelling
with the addition of inflectional endings.

wo PTE s TP
w DPTE p NIPPTX
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Chapter 7g — Adjectives

Adjectival Inflection with Propretonic Reduction

When the open, pretonic syllable of the masculine singular
adjective (as in ?173) becomes propretonic with the addition of

inflectional endings, a Qamets or Tsere vowel in the propretonic
syllable will reduce to Vocal Shewa or Hateph Pathach.

ms 217 fo 12T
mp 077173 i NI21TA

o DT p DIPT

o WY AW
mp QW o MY

T T =

mp QAT fr mD;Q
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Chapter 7h — Adjectives

Adjectival Inflection with Adjectives Ending with 7

The i1 ending is dropped when the inflectional
endings are added.

mp  DOWP o MWP

mp D’Q: fp nWD:
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Chapter 7i — Adjectives

Adjectival Inflection with Geminate Adjectives

Geminate adjectives will take a Daghesh Forte
in the second consonant with the addition
of inflectional endings

ms :1_ fs ﬂ;j
mp  03°37 » Man
If the Geminate consonant is a guttural, it rejects the

Daghesh Forte and the Pathach lengthens to
Qamets (compensatory lengthening)

ms yj fs m]'l
o DV 5 DIYM
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Chapter 7j — Adjectives

Irregular Adjectival Inflection

Some adjectives inflect irregularly and do not
follow any of the patterns shown above.

ws o TOR f THOPR
wp OO 5 DIIOP
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