Chapter 18a — Qal Imperative

Introduction to the Volitional Conjugations

The term “volitional” describes those
conjugations used, as a general rule,
to express some type of command,
wish or desire.

Imperative

2nd person volitional conjugation

Cohortative

1st person volitional conjugation

Jussive

3rd person volitional conjugation
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Chapter 18b — Qal Imperative

Introduction to the Form of the Qal Imperative

The form of the Qal Imperative is related to the form of
the Qal Imperfect. Remove the preformative (consonant
and vowel) from the four second person Imperfect forms

and you are left with the Imperative paradigm.

et Profmative RS
ams  JOPR o QWRIR o 0P
o O0RR o CvRIn o O70p
amp | P0RR o DORIA o 0P
TIPORR o AIBRIn o nyvEp
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Chapter 18c — Qal Imperative
Strong Verb Paradigm

Imperative  Sufformative  Translation

2ms '7°UQ (you) kill!
2fs "?I:DP . (you) kill!
amp  120R a (you) kil
2% | na70R M (you) kil
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Chapter 18d — Qal Imperative

The “Lengthened” 2ms Imperative

Qamets He (i1 _) may be added to the ms form of the
Imperative (242 times in the Hebrew Bible). Though
uncertain, it is thought that the lengthened form of the
Imperative is either a polite or emphatic form of
the regular Imperative.

Lexical Regular Lengthened
Form Imperative  Imperative  Translation

77 @ |7 77'@ |7 0 ?U E you (2ms) kill!
7 W W?D W 0 -J 73 g] you (2ms) observe!

VOV UDW 0 Q D W you (2ms) judge!

Ypali SJ?QW 1 5] DW you (2ms) listen!

Note that the vowel in the first syllable of a lengthened
Imperative like H?DE is Qamets Hatuf. It may also appear

with Hireq as in TIST]?DW

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 18e — Qal Imperative
The Particle X1

Imperatives (along with the other volitional
conjugations) may be followed by the

particle X] which can be translated as
“please” or simply left untranslated.

N1 Y
S

'II

“observe!” or
“please observe!”
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2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

Chapter 18f — Qal Imperative
Weak Verbs: Part 1

I[-Guttural

II-Guttural

PInn oo P
Do R
WD o W

L ldin R

I-X Type 1

M o M3
g =1 1
Man o na
T o Ay

I-X Type 2

JoRR o ow
W/RA 0 PIOR
MORA 0 ION

PN 0 1IN

II-n/y

MR o R
WRA 0 RN
TMRA o MR

TITARA o T37RR

ITI-NX

nwn o mow
v o Mw
MWA o MW
MIYn o My
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XYRD o N¥D
KD 0 N
IYAR 0 XYY
gL RS



2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

Chapter 18g — Qal Imperative
Weak Verbs: Part 2

IT1-7

Geminate

ghie) TR b
Han o °1a
WA o0 M

RN o Arla

Il Type 1

mle]o e e
ole} e gole
lololo I 120

adon o M

I-1 Type 2

780 o 9B
780 o Y99l
150 o0 191
BN o s

I-’ Type 1

yen o Y0
YO 0 YD
WOR 0 WO

myen o Mo

I-’ Type 2

wn o v
WH o0 W
nwn o AW
TN 0 1Y
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2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp
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Chapter 18h — Qal Imperative

Weak Verbs: Biconsonantal

072 allij
2PH o 0P wn o oW
mPn o R wn o b
WP o MIP wbn o R
wEPR o mEp  |ardtn

Ni2
Xap o X2
RIAD o ORI
WIAD o N3
7I8I3n
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2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp

2ms

2fs
2mp

2fp
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Chapter 18i — Qal Imperative
Weak Verbs: Irregular and Doubly Weak

101 (to give) MR? (to take)

R o 18 npPn i
IR o "N e TR
"R O 1 lairda lar
AR o 0 aklyipdg ablyir
'['?a (to walk) 171 (to be)

IR 0 77 an 2
W o Y "0

VR o 1Y PN i
MM o M7 | Aryn

ﬂ‘?ij (to go up) 101 (to extend)
T¥R o Ay qun ey
¥R o %Y "N "0l
VYR o %Y léfg 03
wHYn o APy | nrEn 0]




Chapter 18j — Qal Imperative

Easily Confused Forms

Some forms of the Imperative are easily confused with
other verb and noun forms. Five pairs of the most
commonly confused words are listed below. In some
instances, the different words are identical in form. In

1303
1303

13N3
1203
hio!
213

19y
1Y

such cases, context should enable you to
make the correct choice.

Qal Perfect 3fs from 2N3 meaning “she wrote”

Qal Imperative 2ms from 203 (with the I1_ending)
meaning “(you) write!”

Qal Perfect 3cp from 2N3 meaning “they wrote”

Qal Imperative 2mp from 202 meaning “(you) write!”

Qal Imperative 2fs from 7112 meaning “(you) build!”

Masculine singular noun }2 with 1cs pronominal
suffix meaning “my son”

Qal Perfect 3cp from 1112 meaning “they built”

Qal Imperative 2mp from 112 meaning “(you) build!”

Qal Perfect 3cp from f1?¥ meaning “they went up”

Qal Imperative 2mp from 717¥ meaning “(you) go
up!ll
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Chapter 18k — Qal Cohortative

Introduction to the Basics

The Cohortative occurs only in the first person, singular and
plural. In general, when the Imperfect (not consecutive) 1cs
or lcp verb is first in its clause, it is Cohortative. The
Cohortative frequently appears with an i7_ ending.
This ending is frequently a diagnostic indicator
of the Cohortative.

137:‘73: DR Tyl

Let us make man in our 1mage (Gen 1:26).

JIRY"922 72YN
Let me pass through all of your flocks (Gen 30:32).

'lﬂﬂﬂ 'l'\?l)WN
May 1 observe your law (Ps 119:44).

P13 An72:

Let us make (cut) a covenant (Gen 26:28).
ATTTARD 7N
May I fall into the hand of Yahweh (1 Chron 21:13).
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Chapter 181 — Qal Jussive

Introduction to the Basics

The Jussive conjugation occurs primarily in the third
person, singular and plural. In general, when the third
person Imperfect (not consecutive) verb is first in its
clause, it is Jussive. With strong verbs, the form of the
Jussive is the same as its corresponding third person
Imperfect forms.

T DN T7pa X2

Let the king remember Yahweh.
(2 Sam 14:11)

I P M VY
May Yahweh judge between me and between you.
(Gen 16:5)

772¥7 M7 020

May Yahweh forgzve your servant .
(2 Kgs 5:18)
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Chapter 18m - Qal Jussive

“Short” Forms

Short Jussive forms occur only in the singular and
only with selected types of weak verbs,

especially III-i7 verbs.

Perfect 3ms Imperfect 3ms Jussive (short) 3ms

12 hebuilt 1127 hewillbuild 2% lethim build

'IWSJ he made 'RZ?SJ’ he will make ¥ let him make
ﬂ?y he went up -‘]737’ he will go up ]757’ let him go up
X7 hesaw 1R hewillsee N7 lethim see

T N°2TNR 127
And let him buzld the house of Yahweh (Ezra 1:3).

TR 7Y QIR R
And God said, “let there be light” (Gen 1:3).
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Chapter 18n - Qal Jussive

“Short” Forms with Waw Conversive

The short Jussive form is the same form that occurs when
prefixed with the Waw Consecutive (1251 and *71°); see
17.3.2). It is important to remember that when préfixed

with the Waw Consecutive, the short Imperfect form will

not be translated with a volitional nuance.

M2 02t 71 727

And Noah buzlt an altar to Yahweh (Gen 8:20).
(1271 Qal Imperfect 3ms from 1112 with Waw Conversive)

QPR 7R AW 7Y

And Moses went up to the mountam of God (Ex 24:13).
]73_7 "1 Qal Imperfect 3ms from 7?¥ with Waw Conversive)
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Chapter 180 — Qal Jussive & Cohortative

Negation

Jussive and Cohortative verbs are negated with ?X.
This construction expresses a negative wish or a milder

form of prohibition than that expressed by X? plus the
Imperfect. The particle X1 is sometimes attached to oK
with Maqqef (X;"??_{). In most instances, you do not need

to translate the particle X]. Remember that the
Imperative in not negated.

772NI RI7TOK
Do not let us perish.
(Jonah 1:14)

7292 DR MON)
Do not let your anger burn against your servant .
(Gen 44:18)
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