Chapter 10
1 Samuel 3:1 - And the word of Yahweh was rare in those days

 ָהיָ ה יָ ָקר ַבּיָּ ִמים ָה ֵהם1וּ ְד ַבר־יְ הוָ ה
Genesis 24:53 - And the servant brought out articles of silver and arti
cles of gold

וּכ ֵלי זָ ָהב
ְ ־כ ֶסף
ֶ 2יּוֹצא ָה ֶע ֶבד ְכּ ֵלי
ֵ ַו
2 Chronicles 1:1 - Solomon,the son of David, strengthened (established)
himself over his kingdom.

ל־מ ְלכוּתוֹ
ַ  ַע3ן־דּוִ יד
ָ וַ יִּ ְת ַחזֵּ ק ְשֹׁלמֹה ֶב
Joshua 18:7 - Moses, the servant of Yahweh gave to them

נָ ַתן ָל ֶהם מ ֶֹשׁה ֶע ֶבד יְ הוָ ה
Isaiah 25:3 - Cities of ruthless nations will fear you

 יִ ָיראוָּך4יצים
ִ ִק ְריַת גּוֹיִם ָע ִר

1. You can tell this is a construct chain from two things: The metheg joining "word" and "Yahweh,"

 ָד ָבר. The Qamets under the  דshortened due to propretonic
reduction. The Pathach under the  בis because the accent has shifted to  יהוהcausing  ַברto be a
closed and unaccented syllable. Also, the construct noun ( )דברis definite because the head noun
( )יהוהis definite.
and the vowels have shortened on

2. Masculine plural nouns end in Tsere-Yod in the construct state
3. Recall that the Absolute noun is definite (which makes the whole chain definite) if it is a proper
noun (as in this instance), if it has a definite article, or if it has a pronominal suﬃx (see 10.1.2)

4. Adjectives must follow the construct chain. We know that "ruthless" is in an attributive
relationship with "nations" because they are both masculine, plural, and indefinite (i.e. the  ִיםending)
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Lamentations 4:12 - The kings of the earth did not belive

י־א ֶרץ
ֶ לֹא ֶה ֱא ִמינוּ ַמ ְל ֵכ
2 Chronicles 12:1 - He abandoned the law of Yahweh, and all Israel with
him

 יְ הוָ ה וְ ָכל־יִ ְשׂ ָר ֵאל ִעמּוֹ5תּוֹרת
ַ ָעזַ ב ֶאת־
Genesis 13:12 - And Lot dwelt in the cities of the valley

וְ לוֹט יָ ַשׁב ְבּ ָע ֵרי ַה ִכּ ָכּר
Proverbs 8:8 - All the words of my mouth are just

י־פי
ִ ל־א ְמ ֵר
ִ ְבּ ֶצ ֶדק ָכּ

6

2 Kings 8:4 - And the king was speaking to Gehazi, the servant of the
man of God.

ֹלהים
ִ ישׁ־ה ֱא
ָ
וְ ַה ֶמּ ֶלְך ְמ ַד ֵבּר ֶאל־גֵּ ֲחזִ י נַ ַער ִא
Genesis 11:29 - The father of Milca and the father of Iscah

־מ ְל ָכּה וַ ֲא ִבי יִ ְס ָכּה
ִ 7ֲא ִבי

5. Feminine singular nouns with the  ָ הending (תּוֹרה
ָ ) change to  ַ תin the construct state
6. Definiteness of the chain due to the prnominal suﬃx on the absolute noun
7. Certain singular monosyllabic nouns like  ָאבand  ָאחadd Hireq-Yod to their stem in the
construct state.

-2-

-3-

